Attheage of ten, Craig Carroll planted a
willow tree on the banks of a Sydney
creek. Itwas the first hint of a passion

© yfourteen Craig was earning pocket
moneyaraspecialistorchid nursery. A
- yearlater he had escaped the confines
of school to join Tall Timbers Nursery in the
Sydney suburb of Glenorie.

for plants that would shape his future @

E.G. Warterhouse, on Sydney’s North Shore.

Craig’s love of camellias was born at home,
among those his mother grew. However, in
1975 he madeapropheticvisicto ‘Eryldene’, the
beautiful home of camellia expert Professor

GARDENS & BACKYARDSJULY/AUGUST 1993 71

Theteenager wasinspired by his meeting with
theelderly professorand by ‘Eryldene’s rareand
lovely camellias. His visits continued after
Professor Warterhouse’sdeathin 1977, whena
trustwas formed to preserve and maintain the
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property.

Adecpening interestin camellias led Craig to
thespecialist nursery, Camellia Grove, wherehe
spent six valuable years expanding his
knowledge. In 1982 he established his own
business, specialising in the care of camellias,
azaleasand iris.

Itisa measure of the respect in which Craig is
held thatarjust 24 hewas asked by ‘Eryldene”s
custodian to provide professional advice on the
care of the Professor’s camellias. Tenyearslacer
hecontinues todoso,and isalso responsible for
the pruning of the old rrees.

One of Professor Waterhouse’s great legacies
wasacomprehensivenomenclatureof camellias.
Today, that work is being continued by Mr
Tom Savage and some 32,000 varieties have
been recorded. Craig Carrollis providing new
names for thelist by developing hybrids in his
Sydneygreenhouse.

The first Carroll camellia was a lovely, white

single japonica which he called ‘Delighrful’.
Then camethedeep, pinksasanqua, ‘Glenorie’.
Craig’s third camellia, ‘Ellie’s Girl’, will be
available in 1993. Itis a rich pink, perfectly

- proportioned reticulata. Healso breedsazaleas

and iris, and is about to turn his attention to
polyanthus.

Craig’s passion for plants takes many forms. In
recentyears he hasbeena member of specimen
gathering expeditions to remote parts of China,
Thailand and Vietnam.

In April 1992, he travelled to the province of
Hoang Lien Son, in Vietnam’s far north-west.
The expedition climbed the country’s highest
mountain to collect seedlings of ‘mountain tea’
camellias, a rare variety of the plant used in
commercial tea production.

Followingthe climb, theweary partywasoffered
accommodation atan isolated police station,
arrivingin what Craig describes as “pretry bad
shape’, after an unforgertable journey in an
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| :é ancientambulance. Theywere revived bylocal

‘mountain tez’,a powerful brew boiled ina billy

| % by oneof the policemen. One hopes thatthe
= tea possessed an anaestheticquality, becausethe

nightwas spenton bare boards!

Plants gathered on thistrip, including camellias,
were brought back to Australia for a large
wholesale nurseryand also for Sydney’s Royal
Botanic Gardens.

Perhaps the bestword todescribe Craig Carroll
is not gardener, or horticulturalist but
plantsman, which the Oxford English Dictionary
describes as, ‘A connoisseur of plants’. Quiet
and unassuming, he is only too happy to share
his vast knowledge with others. Asked two
recommend some reliable camellias for the
home gardener he suggested the following:
For screening purposes: C. sasangua Jennifer
Susan’ (double pink), C. sasangua ‘Plantation
Pink’ (single pink) or C. sasangua ‘Hikuya’
(lolly pink, semi-double.) or C. retienlata*Dr.
Clifford Parks’ (large, red, informal double.)
Craig also offered some hints for growing
healthy plants.

Planting: “Digaholeatleasttwiceasbigasthe
potand raise the bed slightly if you strike clay.
Add some peatmoss or well rotted compost to
thesoil.”

Feeding: Forweekend gardencerswith limired

time, Craig suggests an annual application of

The first Carroll
camellia, C. japanica
‘Delightful’

‘LenBray’ camellia
blooms photographed
at‘Eryldene’

Below, Craig Carroll in
the grounds of ‘Eryldene’

Below right, Craig holds
examples of ‘Ellie’s Girl’
and ‘Delightful’




{Camellia biooms laid outand labelled far easy
identification
zamellia and azalea food mixed with eight to
ainemonth formula Osmocote or Nutticote.
“Hesaysthatthebesttime tofeed isin September
and adds chat “it’s important to water two to
three times a week in the summer growing
season.”
Pruning: Most books advise pruning straight
after lowering, but Craig explains, “Thereare
tour surges of growth berween August and
February. Youcan pruneanytime during that
period before the plants become dormantin
April. Prune every two or three years.”
For inspiration, if you live in or are visiring
Sydney follow Craig’s example and visit
‘Eryldene’ when the camellias areac their peak
" during Julyand August. Orwatch your local
paper for camellia shows inyour area.
G&B
Parline Conollyis a writerand Robert Conollyis
a photographer. Both are keenly intevested in
gardens
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Aglarious
display of
various
camelliasat
an
‘Eryldene’
luncheon
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